
Saints, Prophets & Feasts Commemorated  
Apodosis of the Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and 

Ever Virgin Mary   

Concerning the Dormition of the Theotokos, this is 
what the Church has received from ancient times 
from the tradition of the Fathers. When the time 
drew nigh that our Savior was well-pleased to take 
His Mother to Himself, He declared unto her 
through an Angel that three days hence, He would 
translate her from this temporal life to eternity 

and bliss. On hearing this, she went up with haste 
to the Mount of Olives, where she prayed 
continuously. Giving thanks to God, she returned to her house and prepared whatever 
was necessary for her burial. While these things were taking place, clouds caught up the 
Apostles from the ends of the earth, where each one happened to be preaching, and 
brought them at once to the house of the Mother of God, who informed them of the 
cause of their sudden gathering. As a mother, she consoled them in their affliction as 
was meet, and then raised her hands to Heaven and prayed for the peace of the world. 
She blessed the Apostles, and, reclining upon her bed with seemliness, gave up her all-

holy spirit into the hands of her Son and God. 

With reverence and many lights, and chanting burial hymns, the Apostles took up that 
God-receiving body and brought it to the sepulchre, while the Angels from Heaven 

chanted with them, and sent forth her who is higher than the Cherubim. When they had 
reached the place called Gethsemane, they buried there with honor the all-immaculate 
body of the Theotokos, which was the source of Life. But on the third day after the 
burial, when they were eating together, and raised up the artos (bread) in Jesus' Name, 
as was their custom, the Theotokos appeared in the air, saying "Rejoice" to them. From 
this they learned concerning the bodily translation of the Theotokos into the Heavens. 

Upcoming Service Schedule 
Wednesday, 8/26/26 

  6:00 PM — Vespers 

  6:30 PM — Vocations Seminar 

  7:00 PM — Young Adult’s Late Night Discussion Group 

Friday, 8/28/26 

  6:00 PM — Paraklesis & Confession 

Sunday, 8/30/26 

  9:15 AM — Matins 

 10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy  

 12:00 PM — Philoptochos Ice cream coffee hour for Church School   
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Epistle Reading 
Prokeimenon. Third Mode. Psalm 46.6,1.      

Sing praises to our God, sing praises.    

Verse: Clap your hands, all you nations.        

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 15:1-11     

Brethren, I would remind you in what terms I preached to you the gospel, which you 

received, in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast -- unless you 

believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he 

was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at 

one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 

his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 

them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is with me. Whether then it was 

I or they, so we preach and so you believed.           

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 19:16-26        

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and 

saying, "Good Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have 

eternal life?" And he said to him, "Why do you call me good?  

One there is who is good.  If you would enter life, keep the 

commandments."  He said to him, "Which?"  And Jesus said, 

"You shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall 

not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your 

father and mother, and You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself." The young man said to him, "All these I have 

observed; what do I still lack?"  Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell 

what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 

come, follow me." When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had 

great possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for 

a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to 

go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  

When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be 

saved?"  But Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With men this is impossible, but 

with God all things are possible."         

Hymns of the Day 
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Third Mode  

Let all things above in heaven rejoice and let all things below on earth be glad. With 

all the might and strength of His arm, an eternal deed the Lord did perform.  Beneath 
His feet He has trampled down death by death and firstborn of the dead has He 
become. From the womb of Hades, has He delivered us and to all the world has 
granted His great redeeming mercy.  

Apolytikion for Apodosis of the Dormition in the First Mode    

You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not desert 

the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of Life and, 
by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.            

Seasonal Kontakion in the Second Mode  

Neither the grave nor death could contain the Theotokos, the unshakable hope, ever 

vigilant in intercession and protection. As Mother of life, He who dwelt in the ever-
virginal womb transposed her to life.   

Wisdom of the Fathers 

Rise from love of the world and love of pleasure. Put 
care aside, strip your mind, refuse your body. Prayer, 
after all, is a turning away from the world, visible and 
invisible. What have I in heaven? Nothing except simply 

to cling always to You in undistracted prayer. Wealth 
pleases some, glory others, possessions others, but what 
I want is to cling to God and to put the hopes of my 
dispassion in Him (cf. Ps. 72:25, 28).  

St. John Climacus  
Ladder of Divine Ascent, Step 28: On Prayer; Paulist Press pg. 277, 

6th century  

Spiritual delight is not enjoyment found in things that 

exists outside the soul.  

St. Isaac of Syria  
Unknown, 7th century  

Stewardship Sign Up 

You can now electronically fill out the Pledge Card and your information 
will be forwarded to the Stewardship Chairman.  Click on the QR code to 
the right or go to www.goclexnews.org/stewardship-signup 


