
Saints, Prophets & Feasts Commemorated  

Athanasius of Mount Athos   

Saint Athanasius had Trebizond for his homeland. He first 
entered the monastic life on the mountain called Kymaeos 
or Kyminas, which is in Mysia of Bithynia, then he went to 
Mount Athos and founded a large monastery, which is 
known as the Great Lavra. He became so renowned for his 

virtue that from Rome, Calabria, Georgia, and elsewhere, 
rulers, men of wealth and nobility, abbots, and even 
bishops came to him and were subject to him. When the 
time for his departure was at hand, God revealed to him 
how it would take place, so that he was able to instruct his 
spiritual children not to be troubled when it should come to 
pass. A new church was being built for the sake of the many 
who came to him, and only the dome had not been 
finished. Together with six of the brethren, the Saint went 

to the top of the church to help the workmen. The dome 
collapsed, and they fell. Five were killed at once, and the Saint died three hours later. 
His holy body remained incorrupt and he worked many miracles after his death. He 
reposed about the end of the tenth century.   

Upcoming Service Schedule 
Monday, 7/6/26 

  6:00 PM — Orthodoxy 101 

Wednesday, 7/8/26 

  6:00 PM — Vespers 

  6:30 PM — Orthodoxy 201 

  7:30 PM — Young Adult’s Late Night Discussion Group 

Friday, 7/10/26 

  6:00 PM — Paraklesis & Confession 

Sunday, 7/12/26 

  9:00 AM — Matins 

 10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy  

 12:00 PM — Agape Fellowship  

Stewardship Sign Up 
You can now electronically fill out the Pledge Card and your information 
will be forwarded to the Stewardship Chairman.  Click on the QR code to 
the right or go to www.goclexnews.org/stewardship-signup  
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Sunday, July 5, 2026 
5th Sunday of Matthew 



Epistle Reading 
Prokeimenon. Grave Mode. Psalm 149.5,1.            

The saints shall rejoice in glory.        

Verse: Sing to the Lord a new song.            

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 5:22-26; 6:1-2          

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such there is no law.  And those who 

belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we 

live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us have no self-conceit, no 

provoking of one another, no envy of one another.  Brethren, if a man is overtaken 

in any trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.  

Look to yourself, lest you too be tempted.  Bear one another's burdens, and so 

fulfill the law of Christ.            

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 8:28-34; 9:1              

At that time, when Jesus came to 

the country of the Gergesenes, two 

demoniacs met him, coming out of 

the tombs, so fierce that no one 

would pass that way. And behold, 

they cried out, "What have you to 

do with us, O Son of God? Have you 

come here to torment us before the 

time?" Now a herd of many swine 

was feeding at some distance from 

them. And the demons begged him, 

"If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of swine." And he said to them, "Go." 

So they came out and went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down 

the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and 

going into the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. 

And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they 

begged him to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat he crossed over 

and came to his own city.       

Hymns of the Day 
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Fourth Mode  

The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from the Angel the joyous news of the 

Resurrection and having rejected the ancestral decision, then told the apostles elatedly: 

Death has been stripped of its power; Christ God has risen, granting to the world His great 

mercy.      

Apolytikion for Athanasius of Athos in the Third Mode  

The Angels' ranks were awed by thy life in the flesh, how, though corporeal, and clad with 

earthly clay, thou didst set forth with courage to invisible wars and wrestlings and didst 

boldly smite the hordes of the demons with mortal wounds. Wherefore, Christ rewarded 

thee with abundant gifts in return. Entreat Him that our souls find salvation, O most 

renowned Father Athanasius.  

Apolytikion for the Church in the Fourth Mode  

Your Birth o Theotokos, brought joy to the whole world. For from you rose the Sun of 

Righteousness, Christ our God. He cancelled the curse and poured forth His grace: He 

vanquished death and granted us eternal life.     

Seasonal Kontakion in the Second Mode  

The protection of Christians unshameable, intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, do 

not turn from the prayerful cries of those who are in sin; instead, come to us, for you are 

good; your loving help bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to intercession 

and speed now to supplication as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor 

you.    

Wisdom of the Fathers 

Patience is a labor that does not crush the soul. It never wavers 

under interruptions, good or bad...Patience sets a boundary to 

the daily onslaught of suffering...Patience comes from hope and 

mourning, and indeed to lack those is to be a slave of 

despondency.   

St. John Climacus 

Ladder of Divine Ascent, Step 27: On Stillness; Paulist Press pg.271, 6th 

century  

Now, should any one say, "And wherefore did Christ fulfill  the 

devils' request, suffering them to depart into the herd of swine?" this would be our reply, 

that He did so, not as yielding to them, but as providing for many objects thereby.    

St. John Chrysostom 
Homily 28 on Matthew 8, 4th Century    


