SAINTS, PROPHETS & FEASTS COMMEMORATED
FATHERS OF THE 1ST COUNCIL

The seventh Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha is
observed by the Orthodox Church as the Sunday of the
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. This day >
commemorates the 318 God-bearing Fathers who gathered |
in Nicaea in 325 at the request of the Emperor, Saint
Constantine the Great, to settle the Arian heresy, which
denies the full divinity of Jesus Christ and says that He
was created by God. This was tearing through the Churc
and proved popular with a number of bishops but not
among the laity (ordinary members of a religious faith
who are not members of the clergy). This Council
authorized the famous Nicene Creed, recited at every
Divine Liturgy, which affirms the divinity and humanity of
Jesus, and so our salvation through His Passion, Death and
Resurrection.

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE

Monday, 5/25/26

10:00 AM — Memorial Day Visitation at Lexington Cemetery (meet at main entrance
at 10:00 AM)

6:00 PM — Orthodoxy 101
Wednesday, 5/27/26
6:00 PM — Vespers, Confession & Orthodoxy 201

Sunday, 5/31/26

9:00 AM — Matins

10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Pentecost)
12:00 PM — Agape Fellowship

ASSURANCE FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER

We have a fund raiser for Assurance for Life (a specialty
medical clinic) that offers free medical, emotional,

practical and spiritual support for individuals facing & 5
unplanned pregnancies. In the last 40 years they have saved 0o 7

over 5,300 lives. As a non-profit, this organization is AR yg{
dependent on donations. Grab a bottle and fill it with coins, .j;r;é;;;you_ TGS

bills or a check and return on Father’s Day, June 21st. They | =

are located in the social hall.
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EPISTLE READING

Prokeimenon. Fourth Mode. Daniel 3.26,27.
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 20:16-18, 28-36

In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesos, so that he might not have to spend
time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost.
And from Miletos he sent to Ephesos and called to him the elders of the church. And when
they came to him, he said to them: "Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God which he obtained
with the blood of his own Son. | know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering
that for three years | did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. And now
| commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to
give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. | coveted no one’s silver or
gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to
those who were with me. In all things | have shown you that by so toiling one must help the
weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, ‘it is more blessed to give
than to receive.' " And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all.

GOSPEL READING
John 17:1-13

At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him power over all
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they
know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. | glorified you on earth,
having accomplished the work which you gave me to do; and now, Father, you glorify me in
your own presence with the glory which | had with you before the world was made."l have
manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world; yours they were,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything
that you have given me is from you; for | have given them the words which you gave me,
and they have received them and know in truth that | came from you; and they have
believed that you did send me. | am praying for them; | am not praying for the world but
for those whom you have given me, for they are mine; all mine are yours, and yours are
mine, and | am glorified in them. And now | am no more in the world, but they are in the
world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given
me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While | was with them, | kept them in your
name, which you have given me; | have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son
of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am coming to you; and these
things | speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves."

HYMNS OF THE DAY

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Second Mode

Angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, and those guarding it became like dead, and
at Your grave Mary was standing, seeking Your most pure body. You plundered Hades,
not being tempted by it; You encountered the virgin, granting life. O Lord, who rose
from the dead, glory to You!

Apolytikion for Holy Ascension in the Fourth Mode

You ascended in glory O Christ Our Lord and God, and Your disciples were filled with
joy, by the promise of the Holy Spirit unto them. And through this blessing You did
proclaim and thus assure them, that You are truly the Son of God and the redeemer
of the world.

Apolytikion for Fathers of the 1st Council in the Plagal Fourth Mode

Most glorified art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast established our Fathers as
luminous stars upon the earth, and through them didst guide us all to the true Faith.
O Most Merciful One, glory be to Thee.

Apolytikion for the Church in the Fourth Mode

Your Birth o Theotokos, brought joy to the whole world. For from you rose the Sun of
Righteousness, Christ our God. He cancelled the curse and poured forth His grace: He
vanquished death and granted us eternal life.

Seasonal Kontakion in the Plagal Second Mode

O Christ our God, upon fulfilling Your dispensation for our sake, You ascended in
Glory, uniting the earthly with the heavenly. You were never separate but remained
inseparable, and cried out to those who love You, "I am with you and no one is
against you."

WISDOM OF THE FATHERS

For there is One God, and One Mediator between God and
Man, the Man Christ Jesus. For He still pleads even now as
Man for my salvation; ...

St. Gregory the Theologian
4th Theological Oration, 4th Century
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