SAINTS, PROPHETS & FEASTS COMMEMORATED

THE HOLY APOSTLES ANDRONICUS AND JUNIA

Saint Andronicus Apostle of the Seventy and Saint Junia were
relatives of the holy Apostle Paul. They labored much, preaching
the Gospel to pagans. Saint Paul mentions them in his Epistle to
the Romans: “Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and
fellow prisoners, who are of note among the Apostles, who also
were in Christ, before me” (Romans 16:7).

Through their efforts, the Church of Christ was strengthened,
pagans were converted to the knowledge of God, many pagan
temples closed, and in their place Christian churches were built.
The service in honor of these saints states that they suffered
martyrdom for Christ.

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE
Monday, 5/18/26

6:00 PM — Orthodoxy 101 O
Wednesday, 5/20/26 S\)ﬁoh“ on
6:00 PM — Vespers, Confession & Orthodoxy 201 G"\P\O\)P& 0°°°X =04,

Thursday, 5/21/26
10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Ascension of the Lord)
Sunday, 5/24/26
9:00 AM — Matins
10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy
12:00 PM — Agape Fellowship

ASSURANCE FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER

We have a fund raiser for Assurance for Life (a specialty medical
clinic) that offers free medical, emotional, practical and
spiritual support for individuals facing unplanned pregnancies. =
In the last 40 years they have saved over 5,300 lives. As a non- 55‘
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profit, this organization is dependent on donations. Grab a

bottle and fill it with coins, bills or a check and return on Wnch you.
h s B

Father’s Day, June 21st. They are located in the social hall. 4

THE BREAD OF LIFE FAMILY GAME NIGHT

Philoptochos and parish Council are co-sponsoring our second Family Game night on
Saturday, May 23rd from 4:00 to 7:00pm. Teens will learn how to make Prosphora or
communion bread and younger kids will make pizzas. Adults will have small discussion groups
in the church.

Pizza will be served and asking attendees to bring a side or dessert. Games after dinner.
Contact Kristin Eliopoulos if you have questions.
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HYMNS OF THE DAY

Apolytikion for Great and Holy Pascha in the Plagal First Mode

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death, and to those in
the tombs He has granted life.

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal First Mode

Let us the faithful give praise and worship to the Logos, coeternal with the Father
and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation; for of His own goodwill he
consented to ascend the cross in the flesh and endured death and raised the dead by
His glorious resurrection.

Apolytikion for the Church in the Fourth Mode

Your Birth o Theotokos, brought joy to the whole world. For from you rose the Sun of
Righteousness, Christ our God. He cancelled the curse and poured forth His grace: He
vanquished death and granted us eternal life.

Seasonal Kontakion in the Plagal Fourth Mode

Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades' power, and You rose the
victor, Christ God, saying to the myrrh-bearing women, "Hail!" and granting peace to
Your disciples, You who raise up the fallen.

WISDOM OF THE FATHERS

The work of God is, after all, the forming of man. He
did this by an outward action, as Scripture says, 'And
the Lord took clay from earth, and formed man.’
Notice here too how the Lord spit on the earth, and ‘
made clay and smeared it on his eyes, showing how the |
ancient creation was made. He was making clear to
those who can understand, that this was the [same]
hand of God through which man was formed from clay.

St. Irenaeus
Against Heresies. 5.15.2. Ancient Christian Commentary on
Scripture. Vol: John 1-10. Intervarsity Press, 2006, p. 324.

But | assert that he even received benefit from his
blindness: since he recovered the sight of the eyes
within.

St. John Chrysostom

Homily 56 on John 9, 4th Century

GOSPEL READING
John 9:1-38

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked
him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered,
"It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made
manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night
comes, when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”
As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's
eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So
he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is
he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then
how were your eyes opened?’ He answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed
my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash’; so | went and washed and received my
sight.” They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." They brought to the
Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus
made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received
his sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes and | washed, and | see.” Some of
the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath.” But
others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among
them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has
opened your eyes?”’ He said, "He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been
blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be
Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask
him."” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him,
"Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, "Whether he is a
sinner, | do not know; one thing | know, that though | was blind, now | see.” They said to
him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "l have told
you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want
to become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from.” The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.
If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, "You were born
in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had
cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?” He
answered, "And who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen
him, and it is he who speaks to you."” He said, "Lord, | believe"; and he worshiped him.




EPISTLE READING

Prokeimenon. Plagal First Mode. Psalm 11.7,1.
You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us.
Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed.

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34

In those days, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave
girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by soothsaying. She
followed Paul and us, crying, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim
to you the way of salvation.” And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and

turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”

And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the
rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, "These men are
Jews and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us
Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates
tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they had
inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep
them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened
their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and every one's fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and
saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here."” And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with
fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men, what must |
do to be saved?” And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and
your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his
house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he
was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and set
food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in God.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

Natalie Xenos has organized a Red Cross Blood Drive in our
church social hall on Monday, May 18th from 12:00-
5:00pm. Please plan to participate. You can go online to
schedule your time at the church by clicking on the QR
code to the right. Enter sponsor ID HolyMotherQueen or
choose the church location.

TODAY'S SERVICE: SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN

The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the
Sabbath, when, while walking in the way, He saw the
blind man mentioned in today's Gospel. This man had
been born thus from his mother's womb, that is, he
had been born without eyes (see Saint John
Chrysostom, Homily LVI on the Gospel of Saint John;
Saint Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book V:15; and the
second Exorcism of Saint Basil the Great).

When the disciples saw this, they asked their Teacher,
"Who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was
born blind?" They asked this because when the Lord
had healed the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, He had
told him, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto
thee" (John 5:14); so they wondered, if sickness was
caused by sin, what sin could have been the cause of
his being born without eyes. But the Lord answered
that this was for the glory of God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and made
clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind man and said to him, "Go,
wash in the Pool of Siloam.” Siloam (which means "sent”) was a well-known spring in
Jerusalem used by the inhabitants for its waters, which flowed to the eastern side of
the city and collected in a large pool called "the Pool of Siloam."

Therefore, the Saviour sent the blind man to this pool that he might wash his eyes,
which had been anointed with the clay-not that the pool's water had such power,
but that the faith and obedience of the one sent might be made manifest, and that
the miracle might become more remarkable and known to all, and leave no room for
doubt.

Thus, the blind man believed in Jesus' words, obeyed His command, went and
washed himself, and returned, no longer blind, but having eyes and seeing. This was
the greatest miracle that our Lord had yet worked; as the man healed of his
blindness himself testified, "Since time began, never was it heard that any man
opened the eyes of one that was born blind," although the Lord had already healed
the blind eyes of many. Because he now had eyes, some even doubted that he was
the same person (John 9:8-9); and it was still lively in their remembrance when
Christ came to the tomb of Lazarus, for they said, "Could not this man, who opened
the eyes of the blind man, have caused that even this man should not have died?"
Saint John Chrysostom gives a thorough and brilliant exposition of our Lord's meeting
with the woman of Samaria, the healing of the paralytic, and the miracle of the
blind man in his commentaries on the Gospel of Saint John.






