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EPISTLE READING

Prokeimenon. Plagal Fourth Mode. Psalm 117.24,29.
This is the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Verse: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his mercy endures for ever.

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 1:1-8

In the first book, O Theophilos, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,
until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive
after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of
the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from
me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.” So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this
time restore the kingdom of Israel?” He said to them, "it is not for you to know times or
seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”

GOSPEL READING

John 1:1-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was
not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to
the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear
witness to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world knew
him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth;
we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness
to him, and cried, “This was he of whom | said, He who comes after me ranks before
me, for he was before me.”) And from his fullness have we all received, grace upon
grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus

Christ.




HYMNS OF THE DAY

Apolytikion for Great and Holy Pascha in the Plagal First Mode

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death, and to those in the
tombs He has granted life.

Hypakoe of Great and Holy Pascha in the Fourth Mode

When they who were with Mary came, anticipating the dawn, and found the stone rolled
away from the sepulchre, they heard from the Angel: Why seek ye among the dead, as
though He were mortal man, Him Who abideth in everlasting light? Behold the grave-
clothes. Go quickly and proclaim to the world that the Lord is risen, and hath put death to
death. For He is the Son of God, Who saveth the race of men.

Seasonal Kontakion in the Plagal Fourth Mode

Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades' power, and You rose the victor,
Christ God, saying to the myrrh-bearing women, "Hail!" and granting peace to Your
disciples, You who raise up the fallen.

WISDOM OF THE FATHERS

...all knowledge, strength and virtue are the grace of God,
as are all other things. And through grace He has given all
men the power to become sons of God (cf. John 1:12) by
keeping the divine commandments. Or, rather, these
commandments keep us, and are the grace of God, since
without His grace we cannot keep them. We have nothing
to offer Him except our faith, our resolution and, in brief,
all the true dogmas that we hold with firm faith through
the teaching we have heard (cf. Rom. 10:17).

St. Peter of Damaskos

A Treasury of Divine Knowledge, Book 1: Introduction, Philokalia Vol.
3 edited by Palmer, Sherrard and Ware; Faber and Faber pg. 89, 8th
century

...'the light' already 'shines in the darkness' (Jn. 1:5), both
by day and by night, both within and without - within in
our hearts (Il Cor. 6:16), without in our minds. It shines on
us without evening, without change, without alteration,
without form. It speaks, works, lives, gives life, and
changes into light those whom it illuminates. We bear witness that 'God is light’ (I Jn. 1:5)
and those to whom it has been granted to see Him have all beheld Him as light, because
the light of His glory goes before Him, and it is impossible for Him to appear without light.
Those who have not seen His light have not seen Him, for He is the Light, and those who
have not received the Light have not yet received grace. Those who have received grace
have received the Light of God and have received God, even as Christ Himself, who is the
Light, has said, 'l will live in them and move among them’ (Il Cor. 6:16).

St. Symeon the New Theologian
Discourses: XXVIIl sect. 4, Paulist Press pg. 298, 11th century




SAINTS, PROPHETS & FEASTS COMMEMORATED
GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

As we celebrate today this joyous Resurrection, we greet
and embrace one another in Christ, thereby demonstrating
our Saviour's victory over death and corruption, and the
destruction of our ancient enmity with God, and His
reconciliation toward us, and our inheritance of life
everlasting. The feast itself is called Pascha, which is
derived from the Hebrew word which means "passover”;
because Christ, Who suffered and arose, has made us to
pass over from the curse of Adam and slavery to the devil
and death unto our primal freedom and blessedness. In
addition, this day of this particular week, which is the first
of all the rest, is dedicated to the honor of the Lord; in honor and remembrance of the
Resurrection, the Apostles transferred to this day the rest from labor that was formerly
assigned to the Sabbath of the ancient Law.

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE

Monday, 4/13/26 through Saturday, 4/18/26 — NO SERVICES
Sunday, 4/19/26

9:00 AM — Matins

10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy

12:00 PM — Agape Fellowship

NEW STREAMING SERVICE

We will be streaming our church services on YouTube at the following channel:
www.youtube.com/@goclexlive

Contact George Arimes or Delores Minor if you have any questions. This will
allow you to see live and/or past services. We will be happy to assist in getting
you connected in your home by TV, computer or phone.

BAKE SALE ITEMS FOR SALE

Don’t miss an opportunity to buy remaining bake items. Next bake sale not until December!!
+ Small & Large Pastitsio *f* Spanakopita & Cheese Pies *}* Assorted Pastries

ST. NICHOLAS SUMMER CAMP

Saint Nicholas summer camp registration is open! This camp is run by the Greek Orthodox
Diocese of Detroit, and caters to parishes in the southern part of the Diocese in Kentucky,
Tennessee, and southern Ohio. Our chapter offers a $100.00 per child scholarship to camp
each year. Camp will run 6/14-6/19. Father William is on staff every year. Adults can attend
as chaperones. Camp is for children 8-18 years old (starting 3rd grade or current seniors in
high school). Access the camp website at stnicholascamp.org. Camp is in Leitchfield, KY and
it is not a far drive. Please see Kristin with any questions.
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